Again, ecological studies with reference to disease may often require a consideration of the reaction of the organism to environment-physiological or pathological ecology. In the development of parasitism, a transition in the life cycle of an organism may convert a physiological or harmless process into a pathological one.
In regard to the effect of climatic environment upon the human host, it may be recalled that even in the Middle Ages health and disease were firmly believed to be subject to cosmo-meteorologic influences. Soothsayers or authors of this period attributed epidemics of infectious diseases especially to atmospheric and to terrestrial phenomena, such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, severe storms or droughts, and even to the :, V.,. 
